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PROGRAM AND PERSONNEL SERVICES COMMITTEE 
 

Open Session: x 
  
Closed Session:  

REPORT 
 

November 14, 2017 
 

PRESENT: Committee Members: L. Boland, B. Morris, M. Adam, K. Dunsmoor-Lough,  
W. Hewitt, S. Humphries, D. Kaiser, D. Shields, N. Edge (Student 
Trustee), S. McCloskey (Student Trustee) 
 
 

Administration: P. Buffone, L. Schimmens, G. Bishop, B. McIntyre, J. Poirier, 
S. Blok, J. Laderoute, S. McIntyre, S. McCafferty 
 

Guests: T. Nelson, A. Gagan, J. Stadnyk 
 
 
 

ABSENT:   
 

 
 
The Program and Personnel Services Committee met on November 14, 2017 to discuss the following: 
 
1. 2017-2018 board action Plan for Indigenous Education 
2. Board and School improvement Planning 2017-2018 

 
 
No recommendations were made. 
 
 
 
 
Leo Boland  
Chairperson  
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FINANCE, FACILITIES AND SERVICES COMMITTEE 
 
Open Session: X 
  
Closed Session:  

REPORT TO BOARD 
 

November 14, 2017 
 
 
 

PRESENT: Committee Members: 
 

M. Adam (Chair), L. Boland, K. Dunsmoor-Lough, W. Hewitt,  
S. Humphries, D. Kaiser, B. Morris, D. Shields, N. Edge and  
S. McCloskey (Student Trustees) 
 

 
  
  

Administration: 
 

P. Buffone, G. Bishop, S. Blok, B. McIntyre, J. Poirier,  
L. Schimmens, J. Laderoute, S. McIntyre, B. Murray 

 
  
  

Guests: 
 

 

ABSENT: (With Regrets)  

 

 
 
The Finance, Facilities and Services Committee met on Tuesday, November 14, 2017 to discuss the following 
item(s): 
 
1. Capital Priorities 2017-2018. 
 
 
 
The following recommendation was made. 
 
1. Capital Priorities 2017-2018 

 
That the Renfrew County District School Board approve the 2017-2018 Capital Priorities as presented in 
the amount of $9,627,641. 

 
 
 
 
M. Adam 
Chairperson 
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JOINT SESSION OF COMMITTEES 
 
Open Session: X 
  
Closed Session:   

OPEN SESSION REPORT 
 

November 14, 2017 
 
 
 

PRESENT: Committee Members: 
 

S. Humphries (Chair), M. Adam, L. Boland, K. Dunsmoor-Lough,  
W. Hewitt, D. Kaiser, B. Morris, D. Shields, N. Edge (Student Trustee),  
S. McCloskey (Student Trustee) 
 

 
  
  

Administration: 
 

P. Buffone, L. Schimmens, S. McIntyre 

 
  
  

Guests: 
 

  

ABSENT: (With Regrets) G. Bishop, S. Blok, B. McIntyre, J. Poirier, J. Laderoute 
 

 

 
 
Senior administration and staff had been excused for Closed Session of Joint Session of Committees and were 
not required to return for the Open Session. 
 
 
The Joint Session of Committees met on Tuesday, November 14, 2017 to discuss the following items: 
 
1. Policy Review Committee; 
2. OPSBA Update. 
  
  
 The following recommendations were made: 

 
1.    Policy Review Committee 
 
THAT the Renfrew County District School Board adopt the revisions proposed within Policy 9 
pertaining to Section C, Student Representation on the Board, retroactive to September 1, 2017. 
 
THAT the Renfrew County District School Board adopt the revisions proposed to Policy 1 so that it 
is reflective of the 2017-2020 Strategic Plan. 

  
 
 
 
 
S. Humphries 
Chairperson 
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SPECIAL EDUCATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 
 

Open Session:   x   
 

Closed Session:  

 
REPORT TO BOARD 

 
November 15, 2017 

 
 
 

PRESENT: Committee Members: K. Dunsmoor-Lough, B. Morris, C. Smith, S. McBride,  
L. Cobb, F. Mick-Johnston, T. Williams 
 

  
Administration: B. Smith, H. van der Mark, M. Blimkie,  

A. MacDougall-Popke, J. Pantuso 

  
Guests:  

ABSENT: (With Regrets)  R. Bernard, J. Poirier, C. Barber, D. Root 

 
 
 
 

The S.E.A.C. Committee met on Wednesday, November 15, 2017 and discussed the following items: 
 

1. Draft Special Education in Ontario Kindergarten to Grade 12, Policy and Resource Guide 2017 
2. Special Education Plan and Five Year Review Cycle 
 

 
 

No recommendations were made. 
 
 
 
 

C. Smith 
Acting-Chairperson 
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Board Meeting 
Director’s Update - Pino Buffone 

28 November 2017 
 
 
Acknowledgement of Students, Staff & School Communities 
 
A number of engaging, interesting activities/events have taken place this past month or are planned for 
this upcoming month across our District as follows: 
 
 
Wild Cub Day at Opeongo High School 
 
On 01 November 2017, the DEN Leaders of Opeongo High School - Dream, Empower, Nurture - 
welcomed intermediate students from Cobden Public School and Eganville & District Public School for 
a day of orientation to the programs and/or services offered at their secondary school. The student 
leaders, along with a number of staff, provided a welcoming opening address, a series of workshops 
students could choose to attend throughout the school day, as well as a tour of the facility. The 
students in Grades 7 and 8 also received a BBQ lunch that day and an OHS tee-shirt. Congratulations 
to Principal Farmer, his staff and his students for hosting such a wonderful day in the spirit of smooth 
transitions between elementary and secondary sites for our students!   
 
 
Take Our Kids to Work Day - 01 November 2017 
 
Wednesday, November 1st, 2017 also marked ‘Take Our Kids to Work Day’...an annual program in 
which Grade 9 students spend the day in a workplace of a parent/guardian, relative, friend or volunteer, 
experiencing and learning about the world of work. Launched in 1994, this initiative is the most 
recognized career readiness program in Canada with more than 200 000 students visiting workplaces 
every year on this day. A number of students in our district took part in the day, and, a number of our 
own staff graciously hosted students at their worksites!  
(Note: The annual date selected for this program varies from province to province.) 
 
 
NPDL Letter of Acknowledgement - Educator Jenn Wroe 
 
As the District enters its second year of the New Pedagogies for Deep Learning (NPDL) initiative, 
exemplar projects were submitted by nine of our teachers to the NPDL’s ‘Canadian Cluster’ team for 
review and feedback this past summer. Of note, Mag Gardner - Regional Capacity Building Facilitator 
of the NPDL Global Team shared recently that the ‘Canadian Cluster’ reviewed only 25 exemplars in 
total, and, recommended that the project exemplar of Ms. Jenn Wroe - Grade 3 teacher at Queen 
Elizabeth Public School - be moderated at the global level sometime in the new year! Congratulations 
to Ms. Wroe and her class for their outstanding work related to deep learning!   
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Update to Principal and Vice-Principal Assignments 
 
There are additional changes to principal and vice-principal appointments and/or transfers at this point 
in the school year as follows: 

• Anne George is appointed Principal of Killaloe Public School (effective 01 January 2018) 
• Megan Robillard is appointed Principal of Central Public School (effective 01 January 2018) 

Congratulations to Debra Metzger - Principal of Killaloe PS, and, Craig Myers - Principal of Central PS, 
on their retirements (effective 31 December 2017).  
 
 
OFSAA Cross Country Championships - 04 November 2017 
 
On Saturday, November 4th, 2017, our District hosted the Cross Country Championships of the Ontario 
Federation of School Athletic Associations (OFSAA) at Petawawa Golf Club.  It was a superbly-
organized day of competitive races, with student athletes from across the province in participation. My 
sincerest thanks and heartfelt congratulations to the dedicated members of staff who worked tirelessly 
as organizers of this tremendous event... Rick Schroeder and Gary Serviss (Co-Convenors) and Cathy 
Schroeder (Treasurer)...as well as all other individuals involved both from within our district and from 
co-terminus boards. 
 
 
WE Day - 15 November 2017 
 
On Wednesday, November 15th, 2017, a number of the students and staff across our district 
participated in WE Day at Canadian Tire Centre in Ottawa - a stadium-sized event taking place in 17 
cities across Canada, the United States, the United Kingdom and the Caribbean - bringing together 
world-renowned speakers and award winners in the celebration and inspiration of the change our youth 
can make on the planet! The WE Movement was founded by Canadians Craig and Marc Kielburger, 
along with Free the Children, an international development and youth empowerment organization, and 
Me to We, a social enterprise. Across the district, 21 of our schools are participating in the WE 
Movement this school year.   
 
 
Canada 150 Celebrations: Canadian Videogame Competition & Expo 
 
As a continuation of the engaging, inspiring events to celebrate the sesquicentennial, the week of 
November 13th-18th, 2017, provided an opportunity for children and adults to test their gaming skills in 
a fun, interactive outdoor environment. A number of school-aged students from across the region 
participated and learned about new and existing locally-based game companies and products. Gamers 
were invited to play the new Super Mario Odyssey in different locations across the National Capital 
Region, and, participate in an open-bracket tournament featuring Rocket League and FIFA 2018. 
 
Hour of Code 
 
Students across the RCDSB are once again gearing up for this year’s Hour of Code event.  The Hour of 
Code is a global movement reaching tens of millions of students in over 180 countries and takes place 
each year during Computer Science Education Week. Computer Science Education Week is December 
4-10, and our Technology Enabled Learning & Teaching Contacts (TELT-C) team is again inviting all 
schools across our system to participate in the Hour of Code.  Educators will sign up and register their 
class and pick a day during the week of December 4th to celebrate the Hour of Code.  As they 
complete their activities, they will share their progress online by using #RCDSBcodes.  The best part of 
this event is that it requires no experience and students as young as JK are participating!  
 

mcintyres
Typewritten Text
116

mcintyres
Typewritten Text



 

 
Board Meeting 

Chair’s Report - Wendy Hewitt 
28 November 2017 

 

Treaties Recognition Week – 05-11 November 2017 
 

The Ministry of Indigenous Relations and Reconciliation (MIRR) recently announced that Ontario has 
designated the first week of November as Treaties Recognition Week. The goal of the week is to promote 
public education and awareness about treaties and treaty relationships. In support of MIRR’s Treaty 
Awareness Campaign, the Ministry of Education has developed curriculum-linked resources that were shared 
with schools in order to help bring awareness to students and teachers about this important aspect of our 
province’s history. 
 
 
Remembrance Day Ceremonies – 10 November 2017 
 

Each and every one of our schools coordinated a ceremony for Remembrance Day on Friday, November 10th, 
2017. Director Buffone and I had the privilege of attending the ceremonies at Cobden Public School and 
McNab Public School that day, and we can certainly attest that the ceremonies were meaningful, respectful 
and unique in their own way...a real tribute to the spirit of “lest we forget” as a county.   
 
 
Ontario Public School Boards’ Association (OPSBA) Public Education Symposium  
January 2018 
 

On January 25, 2018, our Director and Student Trustees will be joining me in presenting “Leading with CARE - 
Promising Practices in Creating a Responsive Environment”.  The session will provide an overview of the 
RCDSB’s strategy for Mental Health / Well-Being, including promising practices associated with its ‘Leading 
with CARE’ initiative for students, staff and school communities.  In particular, Opeongo High School’s peer 
mentorship team DEN Leaders - Dream, Empower, Nurture will be highlighted - a small group of senior 
students who strive to make the school a more inclusive and positive environment for everyone.  Encouraging 
and supportive methods are employed to promote the success of students on a daily basis. 
 
 
Visit to County of Renfrew Council & Pembroke City Council 
 

On October 25, 2017, Director Buffone, Vice-Chair Humphries, Superintendent Schimmens, Communication 
Manager Laderoute and I visited both The County of Renfrew Council and shared our strategic plan. And on 
November 21, 2017 we also visited the City of Pembroke Council to share the same information. The 
presentation was intended to serve two ends; to strengthen the communication between our respective 
organizations and highlight the work that RCDSB staff are doing each and every day to achieve our vision of a 
county where curiosity, creativity, imagination and innovation are celebrated and where students are engaged 
to explore and discover their own pathways to success. Both Councils welcomed us and the feedback was 
valuable for us as an organization in moving forward. 
 
 
Whitney Open House Scheduled for December 
 

In September, shared space at Whitney Public School became a reality as it joined with the Algonquin & 
Lakeshore Catholic District School Board. The renovated site of St. Martin of Tours Catholic School & Whitney 
Public School officially opened on September 7, 2017. We’re excited to share with the community as a way to 
say thanks to all students, staff and central staff for their dedication in managing this collaborative project. On 
December 12, 2017 at 6:00 p.m. there will be an open house to celebrate this event. We look forward to seeing 
the wonderful students, staff and school community enjoying their new teaching and learning environment.  
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