
 
 

Eganville District Public School wins Premier's Awards for Safe and 
Accepting Schools  
Winning submission highlights the importance and benefit of cultural perspective 
 
(Renfrew County) Eganville Public School (EDPS) was awarded a 2016-17 Premier's Award for Safe and 
Accepting Schools.  
 
The Premier's Awards for Accepting Schools recognizes schools across the province that have done 
exceptional and innovative work in creating a safe, inclusive and accepting school environment.  
 
“We are so pleased to receive this recognition from the Premier,” said EDPS teacher Anne George. “This 
award honours and acknowledges the hard work of our students, parents, community members, and staff in 
creating culturally responsive learning spaces.  We look forward to many more years of growing and 
nurturing a shared vision with our community for our students.” 
 
Work at EDPS over the past several years has focussed on three themes:  Professional Learning, Culturally 
Responsive Places of Learning, and Infusing Mathematics into Indigenous Activities. 
 
The Professional Learning component includes staff participation in a school-wide collaborative inquiry into 
culturally responsive education.  Staff reflect on what it means to be educators of Indigenous students, and 
what skillset and mindset needs to be brought to this work.  Staff collaborate with community members to 
infuse Indigenous worldviews into the school, which allows for students in Kindergarten to Grade 8 to learn 
about the Algonquin language and culture.  The school also revisited their Character Education program, and 
now grounds well-being in the Seven Grandfather Teachings. 
 
To create a culturally responsive place of learning, the school ensures that murals, announcements and 
artifacts reflect Indigenous identities.  School-wide concerns around reconciliation allow for open and honest 
conversations with students about racism in our community and Canadian society in general. 
 
Finally, mathematics has been reimagined thanks to a project, now in its fourth year, involving the 
Algonquins of Pikwakanagan, Lakehead University, and the Ministry of Education.  
 
The project explores how to incorporate Algonquin perspectives into the Ontario Math Curriculum, using 
traditional Algonquin activities such as loom-beading, medallion-making, and hairbone bracelets.  This work 
helps students develop numeric, spatial, proportional, and algebraic reasoning skills. 
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          “RCDSB creates outstanding educational experiences that will honour the uniqueness of your child” 
 


