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Acknowledgement of Students, Staff & School Communities 
 
As is always the case in our District, there are a number of exciting activities/events that have taken 
place this past month or are planned for this upcoming month: 
 
Specialist High Skills Major (SHSM) Kickoff in Cobden 
 
On 11 October 2017, all Grade 11 students, District-wide, were invited to engage in hands-on 
workshops across a number of sectors in the County. The students were welcomed at the Agricultural 
Hall by Entertainer Scott Hammell, guest speaker for the day, and the inspiring message of “chasing 
your passion one goal at a time”. The students were then organized into groups based on area(s) of 
interest for their sessions...from athletic therapy and sign language to watershed management and 
coding/robotics...with students earning sector-specific certifications in many cases. Many thanks to 
Superintendent Jacqueline Poirier, as well as staff members, Jenny Smith, Alex Harris, Jayne 
Pantuso and Linda Sluiman for their tireless efforts in coordinating this wonderful event!   

 
First Meeting of the Student Senate 
 
On 18 October 2017, our amazing Student Trustees, Nic Edge and Sean McCloskey, co-led the first 
meeting of the school year for our Student Senate involving representatives from each secondary 
school across the district. The purposeful day included a round table discussion of “What’s Up in the 
RCDSB”, a review of the Student Senate Constitution, and the sharing of promising practices for 
student voice and student engagement. Our sincerest thanks to Trustee Kim Dunsmoor-Lough for her 
presence and participation as trustee representative on this new system structure, and of course, to 
Student Trustees Edge and McCloskey for their leadership that day! 
 
Public Consultations regarding Expansion of French Immersion Program 
 
On the evenings of 18 and 19 October, 2017, staff conducted a series of public consultations at 
Valour JK-12 School and Herman Street Public School, respectively, regarding the expansion of 
French Immersion (FI) at Herman Street PS from JK-Grade 4 for the upcoming school year. The 
expansion of the FI program at Herman Street PS will assist in addressing the space pressure issues 
at Valour JK-12 School, and, will enhance the viability of both programs in the Petawawa area. 
 
Note: Beginning in the 2018-2019 school year, all JK registrations for students in the Herman Street 
PS zone will be required to attend their home school (Herman Street PS). All students currently 
registered at Valour JK-12 School (from the Herman Street PS zone) in JK-Grade 8 may remain at 
Valour JK-12 School if/as they wish. Cross-boundary transfer requests for students outside of the 
Valour JK-12 School zone will not be granted for the FI program at Valour JK-12 School for JK-Grade 
4. All students in the FI program at Herman Street PS will return to Valour JK-12 School in Grade 5 in 
order to continue the FI program.       

 



 
 
Update to Principal and Vice-Principal Assignments 
 
There are additional changes to principal and vice-principal appointments and/or transfers at this 
point in the school year as follows: 
 

 Dean Zadow becomes Principal of Madawaska Valley District High School (effective 01 
November 2017) 

 Amy Johnson becomes Principal of Fellowes High School (effective 01 November 2017) 

 Jessica Young is appointed as Vice-Principal at Fellowes High School (effective 01 
November 2017) 

 Vicki Wilson is appointed as Interim Vice-Principal at Arnprior District High School 
(effective 10 October 2017) 

 Marcia Knockleby is appointed Interim Vice-Principal at Valour JK-12 School (effective 
23 October 2017) 

 
Congratulations to Dave Bishop, Principal of MVDHS, on his retirement (effective 31 October 2017).  

 
Meeting with Renfrew County Council 
 
As the province-wide engagement sessions of the Rural and Remote Education Consultations in the 
spring of 2017 revealed, there is a desire for municipalities and district school boards to share 
information on a more regular basis, moving forward, especially with respect to new schools, school 
consolidations and school closures. As such, Chair Hewitt and Vice-Chair Humphries will join 
Superintendent Schimmens, Manager Laderoute and myself in a meeting at Renfrew County Council 
on 25 October 2017. The meeting will provide an opportunity to share key aspects of the district’s 
renewed strategic plan, as well as important information such as enrolment trends and facilities 
indices for the district.   

 
Dress Purple Day – 24 October 2017 
 
Today is Dress Purple Day...an opportunity for our schools to collectively speak up and share the 
message that child abuse and neglect can be prevented and that help is available...in support of the 
Ontario Association of Children’s Aid Societies (OACAS)...through the province-wide theme: “it takes 
a village to keep kids safe”. 

 
Treaties Recognition Week – 05-11 November 2017 
 
The Ministry of Indigenous Relations and Reconciliation (MIRR) recently announced that Ontario has 
designated the first week of November as Treaties Recognition Week. The goal of the week is to 
promote public education and awareness about treaties and treaty relationships. In support of MIRR’s 
Treaty Awareness Campaign, the Ministry of Education has developed curriculum-linked resources 
that have been shared with schools in order to help bring awareness to students and teachers about 
this important aspect of our province’s history.  

 


