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Acknowledgement of Students, Staff & School Communities 
  
As always, there are a number of exciting activities, events and initiatives that have taken place over the 
past month across the district, including the start of the second term in our elementary schools, and, the 
second semester in our secondary schools. In particular, I would like to take this opportunity to thank our 
academic staff - principals, vice-principals, teachers, educational assistants and early childhood educators - 
for their time, effort, care and diligence in the follow-up to report card completion for students at the 
elementary level, and, in the start-up of a slate of new courses for students at the secondary level. The mid-
year point is always a busy time of the school year for us as educators!   
 
I would also like to highlight the array of outdoor activities taking place, system-wide, during the wonderful 
winter season such as the Broomball Tourney at Killaloe Curling Club on Thursday 01 February 2018. In 
partnership with the local Ontario Provincial Police (OPP), the students of Killaloe Public School hosted a 
superb tournament for a number of area schools. I can say, first-hand, the outdoor ice was in pristine 
condition for broomball that day! 
 
Character Development Committee Continues! 
 
With the leadership and support of the Board of Trustees, including Trustees Bryon Morris and Dave 
Shields, I am pleased to share that the Character Development Committee has reconvened this school year 
with meetings held on Wednesday 10 January 2018 and Friday 16 February 2018. The committee is 
working diligently on the roll-out of the ‘Pathways to Thrive’ Framework across the system, in collaboration 
with committees linked to the Mental Health/Well-Being Strategy. In particular, the committee is preparing 
resources/support materials for a professional activity day in the Fall of 2018. 
 
Professional Learning Sessions with Garfield Gini-Newman - The Critical Thinking 
Consortium 
 
The District is thrilled to welcome Garfield Gini-Newman, Professor with the Department of Curriculum, 
Teaching and Learning at the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education of the University of Toronto 
(OISE/UT) and National Senior Consultant with The Critical Thinking Consortium (TC2), as he will be 
working with over 30 teachers at the intermediate and secondary levels across the district in adapting their 
units of study to ensure an emphasis on creative, critical thinking and problem solving through the 
development and implementation of rich learning tasks for students. Garfield’s work in the district began 
today with an introductory session for the teachers involved, and, will continue with four additional sessions 
of professional learning and engagement over the second term/semester.   
 
Update to Principal and Vice-Principal Assignments 
  
There are no additional changes to principal and vice-principal appointments and/or transfers at this point in 
the school year. 
 


