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SPECIAL EDUCATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 
 

MINUTES 
 

January 18, 2017 

 
 
 
PRESENT: Committee Members: E. Swanson (Chair), C. Smith, S. McBride, F. Mick-Johnston,  

T. Williams, S. Sarazin, S. French 

  
Administration: 

 
B. McIntyre, B. Smith, H. van der Mark, S. Cassidy-
Rouleau, C. Barber, A. MacDougall-Popke, J. Pantuso 

  
Guests: 

 
D. Root, A. Gagan, L. Schimmens, T. Hoffman 

 
ABSENT: 

 
(With Regrets)  

 
B. Morris, K. Dunsmoor-Lough, L. Cobb 

 
 
 
 
 
1.  CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chair E. Swanson called the meeting to order. 
 
 
2.  APPROVAL OF AGENDA OF 18 JANUARY 2017 
   
MOVED BY S. McBride, seconded by T. Williams, that the Special Education Advisory 
Committee approves the agenda, as amended, for today’s meeting. 
 

The motion was CARRIED. 
 
 
 
3.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF 21 DECEMBER 2016 
 
MOVED BY C. Smith, seconded by S. Sarazin, that the Special Education Advisory 
Committee approves the minutes of the meeting held on 21 December 2016. 
 

The motion was CARRIED. 
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5.  SPECIAL EDUCATION BUDGET 
 
Superintendent of Business L. Schimmens and Finance Manager Tammy Hoffman presented 
the board budget and reviewed grants generated to fund the special education envelope.  These 
include the Special Education Per Pupil Amounts (SEPPA), High Needs Allocation, Special 
Education Equipment Amount, Section 23 Facilities Amount and Behavioural Expertise.   The 
committee discussed changes to the funding model in year three of a four year phase-in, the 
history of the special education funding envelope, specialized transportation and the impact of 
salary increases and increments for teachers, educational assistants and support staff.  
 
 
6.  REPORT FROM THE BOARD – NIL  
 
 
7.  REPORTS FROM RESOURCE STAFF 
 
B. Smith reviewed the final sections of the Special Education Report:  Section 14 – Equipment, 
Section 15 – Accessibility, Section 16 – Transportation, Section 17 – Special Education 
Advisory Committee, Section 18 – Coordination of Services, and Section 19 – Submission and 
Availability. 
 
Next steps will be to establish the focus groups for the Five Year Plan.  It has been determined 
they will include IEP (Individual Education Plan), SEA (Special Equipment Allotment), Parent 
Guide and SERT (Special Education Resource Teacher). 
 
 
8.  ASSOCIATION REPORTS 
 
T. Williams, Community Living Upper Ottawa Valley, reported that Dr. David Pitonyak will be 
speaking at a free information session on Tuesday, February 7, 2017 at the Clarion Hotel 
(formerly Travelodge).  Two sessions will be held – one from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. and another 
from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.   If committee members are having any problems registering they 
can email Tina directly. 
 
S. French, Learning Disabilities Association of Ontario, reported that their next meeting will be 
on February 2, 2017 and the topic is the relationship between learning exceptionalities and 
mental health.  The LDAO meets on the 1st Thursday of the month at 160 Percy Street in 
Ottawa. 
 
 
9.  NEXT MEETINGS 
 

• February 15, 2017 
• March 22, 2017 
• April 19, 2017 
• May 17, 2017 
• June 21, 2017 
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10.  ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOVED BY T. Williams, seconded by S. Sarazin, that the Special Education Advisory 
Committee meeting adjourn at 5:10 p.m. 

The motion was CARRIED. 






